In the computer world, the generic name for a pirated or illegally shared version of a program is "crack." The term comes from the early days of computer piracy, when people who wanted to pirate software would take a legitimate copy of a program and modify it so that it would bypass copyright protection. These days, the term "cracking" has come to refer generically to any means by which
programmers or hackers can break through security mechanisms meant to keep their work private. And while "cracking" is often used interchangeably with "hacking," there are some important distinctions. Hacking involves security breaches that are generally very complex and sophisticated. Cracking, on the other hand, is a much simpler process, and thus a much less intellectually demanding hacking
technique. In a typical cracking scenario, a hacker will search for a security "hole" in a program or website. This hole may be something as simple as a loophole in programming code that allows information to flow from one computer program to another without going through firewall software. The hacker will then use this security hole to gain access to the restricted information or to modify or copy
it. In order to do so, however, the hacker must have access both to the program being cracked and the software being used for the hack. Consequently, the cracker must often be in possession of the original data. By comparison, a hacker who successfully breaches security protocols may never even see the original data—he or she may simply be looking for security "holes" to exploit. Note also that
cracking is generally considered to be at the bottom rung of hacking ability. The more challenging and sophisticated hacks require far more skill and knowledge than cracking. As a result, hackers tend to find it easy to take credit for cracking by claiming that they did not need much skill or effort to do it; they need only look for simple loopholes in order to get what they want. For more information on
these concepts, see computer security, hacking, and cracker. BlueSoleil is a common name for the Windows driver library of Microsoft. This library has been created for more than 2000 Windows versions (and some non-Windows operating systems). The name "BlueSoleil" is derived from the French name of the operating system; "Microsoft Blue" (or alternatively "Microsoft Windows"). This means
that every program running on the BlueSoleil architecture can be used with any Windows version (including XP, Vista and 7). It also means that each BlueSoleil program will almost certainly run on any computer with a similar architecture. A BlueSoleil program may run on machines with different processors, operating systems and architecture, but the architecture is very similar. BlueSoleil programs
are provided by Microsoft as Win32 APIs for Windows versions of ME, NT4, 2000, 2003/XP/Vista/7. The library prefers 32-bit machine code applications that support standard Windows protocols (Win32) to implement its features. For applications that require more efficient access or uses not compatible with standard Windows protocols, special drivers are used to implement the required
functions. Those drivers are written in C++ on Microsoft Visual C++ which can be compiled on MSVC++ version 6.0 or later.
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