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 Note that if you are unsure whether you are talking to Mary, the Virgin Mary, or the Theotokos, you can address the following
petition directly to Christ, and he will tell you which: A man I was never, yet I was, thou art the Son of God. Who is to come,

that I should not be? Be thou what thou mayest, God is with thee, but thee alone. Canon In the early 18th century, a controversy
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arose in the Eastern Orthodox Church over the veneration of icons. In the words of Metropolitan Anthony of Kiev, the issue was
"whether Christ has been pleased to bestow upon the Theotokos all divine honours and gifts, or whether he has not desired to
bestow upon her such gifts of his own will and pleasure, as pertain to the humanity of the incarnation." The controversy began
when a monk named Nikodim of Ohrid published a work, On the Inner Life of St Mary the Protectress. In it he wrote, "The

True Christ is worshipped by the Holy Fathers in the Most Holy Theotokos, and is honoured in her, as the first of all." Nikodim
stated that the monk iconoclast Dositheus had "done much damage and given occasion for many abuses" and "that there are

many holy fathers who firmly believe that the True Christ is worshipped and honoured in the Most Holy Theotokos." Nikodim
defended the veneration of icons, stating that "the Fathers maintain that the Mother of God is honored with the Name of Christ"

and that to deny it is to deny Christ himself. Nikodim's work gained the attention of the Russian church leader Alexis,
Metropolitan of Moscow and All Russia. Alexis had been a supporter of the anti-iconoclast Vladimir Paramonov and wrote to

Nikodim, asking him to retract the statement that all the Holy Fathers believe in the worship of icons, stating "A very large
number of the holy fathers and ascetics believe that it is lawful to worship images and icons of the saints." Alexis wrote that the

Holy Fathers believed only that it was not lawful to represent Christ or the saints by means of icons. Although Nikodim did
retract the statement, he did not back down from the central premise of his work that the Most Holy Theotokos is honoured by
the worship of the Most Holy Saviour and the first of all Saints. Another controversy erupted when Bishop Seraph 82157476af
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